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from his blunders, mistakes, and mismanagement without
serious exposure or attack. There is really no great mind
in Congress to grasp the questions. Sumner in the Senate
and Banks in the House, chairmen of Foreign Relations,
will not do much. Sumner is a scholar, reads and listens,
is easily flattered and persuaded. Banks knows little of our
foreign policy and is a convenient instrument, will eat the
Secretary's dinners and drink his wines.

The steamer Susquehanna has reached New Orleans
with General Sherman. Campbell was left at Brazos, Point
Isabel. The Susquehanna was boarded at Vera Cruz, but
the French had not left, as Seward had expected and in-
tended. The Minister, with his thumb in his mouth, stood
off, went up the coast, where Sherman left him. The whole
turns out a faux pas, a miserable, bungling piece of busi-
ness. I have ordered the Susquehanna to New York.

December 27, Thursday. A number of the Members of
Congress, all, I believe, Radicals, have gone South. They
have free tickets from the War Department and travel
without expense to themselves. If some saucy fellow, with
one fifth of the malignity and hate of these Members,
should insult or show impudence to the visitors, it would
be a godsend and furnish them with reasons abundant to
outlaw the whole Southern people.

I see in the papers a statement, made in detail, of an
interview which Eggleston, a Representative from Cincin-
nati, is said to have had with the President, in which the
latter is represented to have declared the Constitutional
Amendment will be adopted by the Southern States, and
he hoped Congress would consent to admit them, or their
Representatives. Although I have neither seen nor heard
from the President, I have no doubt this is a fabrication.
E. may have seen the President, there may have been con-
versation on these topics, but the President gave utterance
to no such views and opinions. The President is truthful
and a man of principle. It has been one of the artful prac-